Trigonometry 1 Mathematics 108
Periodic Functions

Formal Definition

A function f is period if f(x+ p)= f(x) for all x in the domain of f where p is a
positive constant called the period of the function.

Note that if a function has period p it also will have period 2p, 3p, etc.
In general we will be interested in the smallest or shortest period.

One way to think about a periodic function, is that it is a function that you can do a
transformation on the function along the x axis and end up with the same function.
Examples of periodic functions:

The time on a clock.

The ocean tides.

The position of the earth around the sun.

Note that many periodic functions are functions of time.



Trig Functions

f(x) = sin(x)

f(x) = cos(x)
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Square, Triangle and Sawtooth waves

Square




Examples of phenomenon from the real world that are modeled by periodic
functions
Orbits of planets and moons:

Jupiter’s Moons
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The wawy fines represent fupiter's four big satellites, The central
wertical band is Jupiter itsell. Each gray or blach herizontal band is
one day, fram 0" {upper edge of band) 1o 24" UT [GMT). UT dates
areal lefl, Slide a paper's edge dowi ta your date and time, and
read across 1o see the satellites’ positions east erwest of Jupiter,
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Sun Spots

Sunspot Cycles 1749 - July 2003

Awerage Maonthly Count
source: International Sunspot Count (Brussels SIDC Index)

Sunspot Monthly Average |

300

[ir]

£ 250

=

o o00 -

@A

I, Il | |

= 150 ’

Z 1m0 i ' " -

= r I '

=] Y k! |
D_ EaEEE mLt [ENL JNELIENEL NS L L} EL JENL THWLFEEL JTENE JEEE\ LN 1
T O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O o O O O O O O
= W @0 M~ 0O o O — 4 00 = W Wwa M~ 0 O — ™ 00 = 0w kR 00
- P~ P~ P~ P~ P~ 0O 0O 0O 0 O @@ O O O O T O O O O O O O O
E o =S U O S S S S S S S SR S S

Compiled from the International Sunspot Count by MW, 2002. Most
major human conflicts are easily correlated to the peaks in the count of
sunspots and so are major weather disturbances, including severe
droughts and floods. MichaelMandeville.com




Tides

height - feet

Tide at The Battery, NY Jun 1-3, 2004
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(image courfesy of NOAA)

Figure 5 Height of tide as measured at The Battery - the
southern end of Manhattan. The measurements were taken at
one hour intervals. The graphs shows the normal semidiumal
tide pattern, with one tide cycle taking about 12 hours.




Sound Waves
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Important features of periodic functions
The Amplitude
The amplitude of a periodic function is defined as

_ max of f —minof f
2

Frequency

For a time based function, the period has the units of time. In this case we sometimes
call the period a cycle.

The period then can be described as cycles/time or for example cycles per second.

The reciprocal of a time based function is called the frequency and has the units
cycles/time, for example 1 cycle per second.

We will use the term frequency whether for a periodic function whether it is time based
or not.

Range

Just like any other kind of function, the range of a periodic function is the set of all values
a function can have.

Question: What is the period, frequency, amplitude and range of this sine function?

f(x) = sin(x)




